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  =========================================================================
                             E D I T O R I A L S
  =========================================================================

  
      Hey, having trouble getting the latest news in Amateur Radio? Well,
      your troubles are now over!  Read on to find out about how you can get
      each issue hot off the hard disk!
  
      The Fidonet Ham/Packet Digest is now available via land carried mail,
      all you need to do is send in a blank formatted 720K or 360K diskette
      with a postage paid mailer.  I'll keep them on file and send you the
      new issue as it becomes available.  For those of you that are not in
      the US and Canada, just include two IRC's to cover return postage.
  
      When you get your issue in the mail, send in another diskette and I'll
      put the next issue out to you as soon as it's ready.  Sound simple? It
      is!
  
      This newsletter is and has been distributed via the Fidonet SDS, it is
      also available for downloading from GEnie, and the SouthSide BBS. File
      requests are not honored between the hours of 3am to 5am EST. 300 baud
      is not supported by this system.
  
      73 de KB9BVN
  
      SouthSide BBS - 317-882-9330 - 12/24/9600 HST  (no 300 baud)
      (Node 1:231/30)
  
      I hope you enjoy this issue!

























  Fidonet HAM/PACKET Digest                                         Page  1
  Volume  2, Number  6                                        July 23, 1990



  =========================================================================
                              B U L L E T I N S
  =========================================================================

      * SpaceNews 16-Jul-90 *
  
  
                                =========
                                SpaceNews
                                =========
  
                           MONDAY JULY 16, 1990
  
      SpaceNews originates at KD2BD in Wall Township, New Jersey, United
      States.  It is published every week and is made available for
      unlimited distribution.
  
  
      * CRRES INFO *
      ==============
  
      The launch of the Combined Release and Radiation Effects Satellite
      (CRRES) is scheduled for no earlier than July 17, 1990, at 3:31 PM EDT
      (1941 UTC).  CRRES will be placed into a highly elliptical,
      geosynchronous transfer orbit of approximately 217 by 22,236 miles and
      will conduct complex scientific research in the space environment just
      above the earth's atmosphere, including the ionosphere and
      magnetosphere.
  
      CRRES will carry 24 cannisters of various chemicals into orbit and
      release them over time.  When released, the chemicals will be ionized
      by the Sun's ultraviolet light creating large luminous clouds that
      will elongate along the Earth's magnetic field lines, briefly
      "painting" these invisible structures.  The mission will be
      complemented by 10 sounding rockets to perform releases that require
      precise targeting of location, local time and altitude.  Six rockets
      are to be launched from Puerto Rico and four from Kwajalein, Marshall
      Islands.
  
  
      * MICROSAT NEWS *
      =================
  
      AMSAT-OSCAR-16 is doing well and is due to receive a RAM test and BBS
      software that will become operational by next month.  DOVE-OSCAR-17
      suffered an apparent on-board computer (OBC) crash shortly after
      coming back to life on VHF.  The cause of the crash is being
      investigated.  WEBER-OSCAR-18 recently received the third version of
      CCD color imaging software.  Each day, several Earth images are
      transmitted by WO-18 and may be viewed on computers running WeberWare
      1.0 software.  LUSAT-OSCAR-19 is also doing well and is due to have a
      RAM test performed shortly.
  
  
      * HUBBLE TROUBLE *
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      ==================
  
      Evidence now strongly suggests that the Hubble Space Telescope primary
      mirror is at fault, having about 0.5 RMS wavelength of spherical
      aberration.  The radii of curvature is correct, but there is a 1%
      error in the eccentricity of the perboloid.  The aberration is not
      correctable by either using primary mirror actuators or by replacing
      the secondary mirror in orbit.  The primary mirror actuators consist
      of two rings of twelve force actuators capable of 10 pounds of force
      each.  They are located at 0.5 and 0.87 radii at the nodes in the
      spherical aberration curve.  The actuators will not be used to correct
      for the aberration because it will deform the mirror into an even more
      complex shape.  The final focus alignment is to be completed today.
  
      The HST mirror problem is believed to have been caused by a "low-tech"
      error, such as mistyping the mirror dimensions into the mirror
      grinding computer, or using a mislabelled null-corrector when testing
      the mirror.
  
  
      * WALL HISTORY *
      ================
  
      SpaceNews orginates from Wall Township, in central New Jersey, USA.
      It was from Wall Township that Guglielmo Marconi's 1913 American
      Wireless Company transmitted the first transoceanic radio signals from
      a group of radio towers located along Shark River.  On January 10,
      1946, the US Signal Corps bounced the first radar signals off the moon
      and back to Earth.  The dish antenna still stands on Marconi Road.
      Wall Township is also the home town of Apollo astronaut Russell L.
      Schweickart, who performed a spacewalk in March 1969 during the Apollo
      9 space mission.
  
  
      * FEEDBACK WELCOMED *
      =====================
  
      Feedback regarding SpaceNews can be directed to the editor (John) via
      any of the following paths:
  
      UUCP : ...!uunet!masscomp!ocpt!ka2qhd!kd2bd
      AMPR : KD2BD @ NN2Z.NJ.USA.NA
  
      MAIL : John A.  Magliacane
             Department of Electronics Technology
             Advanced Technology Center
             Brookdale Community College
             765 Newman Springs Road
             Lincroft, New Jersey 07738
             U.S.A.
  
            (The callbook address also works.)
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      NK6K Provides MICROSAT Bulletin Board System (BBS) Status Report
  
      Harold Price (NK6K) this week has provided the AMSAT News Service
      (ANS) with a complete run down on the MICROSAT Bulletin Board System
      (BBS) software (S/W) development effort.  Working in close
      collaboration with Harold is Jeff Ward (K8KA) at the University of
      Surry (UoS) on the UO-14 BBS S/W.  The following is a brief synopsis
      of the current progress.
  
      It was decided early on to use UO-14 as a testbed for all MICROSAT BBS
      develop- ment.  NK6K points out that there are several advantages to
      this.  First off, all S/W devloped for UO-14 is completely portable to
      the MICROSATs due to a device programmers call high-level Application
      Programming Interfaces (API).  The APIs hide the differences between
      the different computer architecture of the MICROSATs and UO-14.  The
      APIs perform the "nitty-gritty" tasks that are peculiar to the
      hardware of a particular computer system.  For example, one of the
      most common task performed by all computer systems is Input/Ouput
      (I/O) operations.  Thus, to the programmer it makes little difference
      if the BBS S/W he is writing is for the MICROSATs or for the Packet
      Communication Experiment (PCE) on UO-14, as long as he uses the APIs.
  
      Another advantage for using UO-14 as a testbed is the 9600 baud
      uplink/downlink that it uses.  NK6K says that he can load new S/W in
      two passes as compared to eight passes for the MICROSATs.  The
      MICROSATs use the much slower but more common 1200 baud.  Also, UO-14
      has a completely separate computer system for the PCE operations.  The
      UO-14 On-board Computer (OBC) which controls the satellite is
      unaffected by what happens with the secondary PCE computer.  So if the
      the BBS S/W crashes, UO-14 will continue to operate normally.  If the
      BBS S/W causes a crash of the OBC on a MICROSAT, a great deal of S/W
      needs to be reloaded.  Although an OBC crash doesn't put a MICROSAT at
      great risk, it is inconvenient to the users.  Except for DOVE, most
      S/W reloads of a MICROSAT OBC are not very difficult to accomplish.
  
      Lets go down the list of MICROSATs and give the present status for
      each one:
  
      AO-16
  
      AO-16 is in good shape.  RAM memory tests will be done this week in
      preparation for uploading the BBS S/W.  According to NK6K, at the
      present time, the BBS S/W for AO-16 is targeted to be installed and
      operational by August.  Until that time digipeating operation will be
      possible.
  
      DO-17
  
      DOVE is still transmitting on S-Band only.  Full recovery has been
      delayed due to an unexplained anomaly in the S-Band transmitter.  N4HY
      has to rely on the S-Band transmitter because the 2M transmitter
      blocks the 2M receiver on DOVE.  This anomaly has required N4HY to use
      his considerable programming skills to write special Digital Signal
      Processing (DSP) S/W to work around this problem.  Another problem
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      plauging the DOVE recovery is that N4HY's hastily assembled S-band
      station is about 5 dB SNR lower than what is required for reliable
      reception.  N4HY has, however, been able to use the high quality
      S-Band station of K0RZ in Boulder, Colorado via phone patch during
      mutually visible passes for software loading.  N4HY has given the DOVE
      recovery top priority.  At press time (Saturday July 7), DOVE had
      again crashed as evidenced by MBL transmissions from the S-Band
      beacon.  Analysis was under way to determine whether the crash was due
      to a problem in one of the tricky software upload sessions or, less
      likely, another hardware problem.  Two meter transmissions were not
      expected before Tuesday July 10.
  
      WO-18
  
      WO-18 is in good shape.  The third version of the imaging S/W was
      uploaded last week.  The Weber State University (WSU) engineers haved
      added more "tunning knobs" to the picture taking S/W in order to
      improve the contrast of the earth images.  Addiditonal information has
      been added to the image header giving the solar array currents and
      horizon sensor values when the picture was snapped.  These added items
      will provide more information about where the lens was pointed when
      the picture was taken.  The impact detector, which was orginally
      designed to indicate when WO-18 was hit by micrometeorites, is being
      used to verify that the CCD camera iris shutter has clicked.  When the
      shutter is snapped, the impact detector instantaneously sees the
      vibration that the shutter operations cause in the spacecraft
      structure.
  
      Each day several images have been downloaded and those who have
      WeberWare 1.0 can turn the binary data into pictures on CRT screens.
      Finally, the 1.2 GHz Fast Scan TV receiver was tested and the
      horizontal sync was detected.  A full image is expected to require
      more gain and/or much more accurate antenna pointing.
  
      One good quality picture of earth features has finally been taken and
      will be transmitted every evening for the next several days so that
      WeberWare 1.0 users will be sure to have a chance to capture it.
      Other testing will continue during each day.
  
      LO-19
  
      LO-19 is in good shape.  The RF power output of LO-19 is though to
      have been varying because of the simultaneous operation of the CW
      beacon.  Once the RAM memory checking S/W has been finished and
      checked out on AO-16, the same RAM memory check will be performed on
      LO-19.  Eventually the AMSAT-LU Group will take over all the S/W
      development for LO-19 after the BBS S/W is installed.  At the present
      time all general housekeeping and monitoring tasks are performed by
      the AMSAT-LU team.
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  =========================================================================
                               A R T I C L E S
  =========================================================================

      ARRL LETTER Volume 9, Number 13, June 29, 1990
  
      NEW NOVICE EXAM FOR SOUTH AFRICA TO INCLUDE CODE
  
      South Africa soon will institute a Novice license, following closely
      on the heels of a similar new license in Great Britain.  Details of
      the new Novice, or Class B, license, were published in the June 22
      edition of the Government Gazette.
  
      Applicants must be at least 12 years of age, and will be required to
      pass a 5 wpm Morse code exam administered by the South African Radio
      League.  After passing the CW test, candidates will take a written
      exam in operating procedure and "knowledge of the ITU phonetic
      alphabet."
  
      According to Hans van de Groenendaal, ZS6AKV, president of AMSAT S.A.,
      the SARL has been working behind the scenes for several years and "has
      based their proposal to the South African authorities on the proposed
      UK Novice license."
  
      "The introduction of the Novice license," says van de Groenendaal,
      "will stimulate the growth of Amateur Radio in South Africa and will
      serve as a model for other countries in Southern Africa.  Industry
      sees the introduction as a move to involve more young people in
      communications and electronics."
  
      The new Novices, who will receive ZU1 call signs, will be allowed 5
      watts DC input (or 20 watts PEP output), and will be able to use
      phone, CW and data on 160 meters; CW and data on 80 and 15 meters; and
      CW, data, and phone on 10 meters and 70 cm.
  
      SARL is preparing to begin giving code tests, and the first technical
      examinations will be held in November.
  
      NEW USER FEES TO SUPPORT DXCC
  
      The ARRL DX Century Club will institute a new fee schedule Oct.  1.
      DXCC, while affecting a relatively small percentage of its members, is
      a substantial financial burden on the League.  User fees, approved by
      the League's board of directors, will go toward better service
      (quicker turnaround time).
  
      The fee structure is intended to encourage participants to send less
      frequent individual submissions to DXCC.  Here is the basic outline:
  
      1) After Oct.  1, every first-time applicant for DXCC will be charged
      $10.00, in addition to the usual charge for return postage.  DXCC
      members as of Oct.  1, 1990 are exempt from this registration fee.
  
      2) ARRL and CRRL members will be allowed free of charge one submission
      per calendar year; this annual submission may include any number of
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      QSLs, any number of DXCC awards, and any combination of new and
      endorsement applications.  It does not include a person's all-time
      first submission.
  
      3) Non-League members outside the US and Canada will be charged $10.00
      for their first DXCC submission of any kind each calendar year.
  
      4) US and Canadian DXCC participants who submit more than once in a
      calendar year will be charged $10.00 for each submission after the
      first one.  Foreign non-members will be charged $20.00 for their
      additional submissions.
  
      NEW TEST PROCEDURES FOR DISABLED
  
      People suffering certain disabilities will get a break on Morse code
      requirements, FCC announced June 15 at the sixth annual meeting of
      Volunteer Examiner Coordinators.
  
      The new procedures will allow volunteer examiners more flexibility in
      administering exams to handicapped or disabled people.
  
      Given a physician's statement attesting to the handicap or disability,
      examiners may be able to substitute a Morse sending test for one in
      receiving, to allow spoken instead of written copy, and to use a Morse
      code recognition exam.  More details on this will be forthcoming.
  
      On other matters, the VEC Question Pool Committee, chaired by Ray
      Adams, N4BAQ, recommended continuation of all current questions,
      pending outcome of proposals to change the licensing structure
      (namely, the FCC's Communicator Class proposal).
  
      FCC personnel listened to comments on the proposed Communicator Class
      license from the Communicator Recommendations Committee, as well as a
      summary of the League's "Strawman" position (see July *QST*, p 54).
  
      The CRC also recommended that the 6- and 2-meter bands be included as
      privileges for the Communicator since "main- streaming" these new
      amateurs is one of the many goals of the new proposed license class.
      Also recommended was that all Novice examining be brought under the
      auspices of the VEC program.
  
      The subject of fraudulent applications was discussed with no consensus
      reached on the extent of the problem (if indeed a problem exists).
  
      Tom Ingram, K4OOV, of the Central Alabama VEC, was voted Chairman of
      the Conference for the next year.  The meeting, held in Gettysburg,
      PA, was attended by 12 of the 18 VECs, seven FCC staff members, Harry
      Dannals, W2HD (representing QCWA), two ARRL directors (W3ABC and
      N4MM), Evelyn Garrison, WS7A (of ICOM, representing manufacturers),
      and observers from the Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS).
  
      PROGRESS FOR INJURED SOVIET HAM
  
      A 25-year-old Soviet amateur is making progress following injuries
      sustained in an automobile accident, thanks to the assistance of radio
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      amateurs both here and abroad.
  
      As reported last issue, Oleg Porugov, UA4FAY, was in a coma following
      the May 25 accident, and it has not been possible to move him from a
      hospital in Ryazan to better facilities.  Through the efforts of
      several American hams, three shipments of supplies have been sent to
      Ryazan.  An additional shipment of intravenous feeding solution has
      been sent by West German amateurs.
  
      Medical consultation between Dr.  Joseph Izzo, of Foster City, CA, Dr.
      Lawrence M.  Probes, ND8S, and Dr.  Charles L.  Starke, NX2T, and
      Soviet physicians continues by both Amateur Radio and Telex messages.
  
      A month after the accident, Porugov's condition continues to improve
      and the doctors are guardedly optimistic.  Porugov is able to see and
      recognize friends, his partial paralysis appears to be abating, and he
      now is breathing entirely on his own.
  
      RADIOSPORT EVENT RECEIVES GRANT
  
      The World Radiosport Team Championship (see May *QST*, p 48) has
      received a check for more than seven thousand dollars from the ARRL
      Mullan Fund, the balance of a grant from the T.  Mullan Foundation
      established to enhance goodwill between the peoples of the US and the
      Soviet Union.
  
      Final arrangements for operating permission for visiting amateurs from
      the Soviet Union and several eastern European countries are being
      hammered out at this time.  Amateur Radio press kits for the WRTC, as
      announced in May *QST*, are ready for mailing; send an SASE for yours.
  
      TEXAS HAMS WIN TOWER RIGHTS
  
      Amateurs in Bedford, TX won a major tower victory earlier this month.
      On June 12 the city council of this Dallas-Ft.  Worth suburb
      unanimously approved a 65-foot tower ordinance.  A dispute which had
      begun in October, 1989 over the 60-foot tower of Mike Simpson, WB5SUF,
      had escalated to include virtually every amateur in the city.
  
      The Simpson case, according to ARRL volunteer counsel Lanny Priddy,
      K5LP, was not a PRB-1 case, because it concerned plat and deed
      restrictions, not a local ordinance.  Priddy did, however, cite PRB-1
      in his arguments.
  
      Ironically, Simpson praised the homeowners who had complained to the
      city.  "They allowed the city to clear up the entire antenna
      question," Simpson said, because "before the ordinance hams had been
      given a plethora of conflicting information at city hall."
  
  
      U MEMBERS TO VOTE ON BURMA
  
      Member societies of the International Amateur Radio Union are being
      asked to vote on the possible termination of membership of the Burma
      Amateur Radio Transmitting Society (BARTS).  IARU Calendar 149, sent
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      to all IARU societies June 12, notes that Proposal 195 was directed by
      the IARU Administrative Council at its April meeting in Spain.
  
      Amateur Radio was officially banned by the Burmese government on
      January 10, 1964.  It now is believed that "there is no one presently
      alive and living in Burma who has any connection with BARTS." The last
      communication from BARTS to the IARU occurred in 1976, from Zaw Yee,
      ex-XZ2SY, indicating that the society was inactive.  Zaw Yee died the
      following year.  Votes are due no later than Nov.  12, 1990.
  
      DISASTER RESPONSE DISCUSSED
  
      A meeting of League and emergency response volunteers met June 12
      sought to cement emergency planning through the National Disaster
      Medical Service.  The Service, formed in 1983, would be called into
      operation in the event of a catastrophe beyond even the ability of an
      entire state or region to handle, only upon a state's request.
      Communications still is a sticking point of the plan.  While the
      National Communications System (NCS) is the major player, holding
      government communications assets such as leased and government-owned
      telephone lines, microwave systems, satellites and HF radios, the
      government agencies using these services necessarily will put their
      own needs first.  It is impossible to determine in advance how much
      excess capacity will be available for medical evacuation and related
      purposes.  The lead agency for communications is the Federal Emergency
      Management Agency.  FEMA's main mission is to coordinate federal
      response to disasters.  Its plans for handling NDMS messages are
      unclear.  While all NDMS members at the meeting agreed that amateurs
      will be a part of any response to a major disaster, the League has
      expressed its concern that amateurs will be thrust into a de facto
      *primary* role.  Since amateurs would already have been mobilized at
      the local level, their numbers and resources would likely be strained
      by a "national call-up." Further discussion addressed amateurs'
      assignments and roles, as well as the establishment of message formats
      and protocols.  A drill planned for October likely will include the
      ARRL in some yet-to-be-determined capacity.  Ultimately, the ARRL
      Board of Directors will decide whether to approve a formal Memorandum
      of Understanding between the NDMS and the ARRL.  Further talks are
      scheduled for July 12 in Washington.
  
      FIELD DAY
  
      Conditions were--to put it gently--rotten.  But they tested our mettle
      as communicators, and that's what ARRL Field Day is all about.
  
      Novices in particular, lulled by superb 10 meter conditions the past
      couple of years, may have been shocked by the white noise on that band
      over the June 23-24 weekend.  They were treated to a taste of what's
      to come when the sun quiets down in another year or two.
  
      Alternate modes of communication, particularly VHF packet and
      satellites, were kept especially busy this FD.  Messages appeared on
      various packet clusters from FD stations in the field, and activity on
      AMSAT as well as Soviet and Japanese satellites was healthier than
      ever.
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      W1AW made a couple thousand FD contacts, in the process shaking down
      both new aerials and equipment at the visitors' operating positions.
      Six operators used computers for logging at four operating positions,
      running prototype FD software developed by ARRL contest assistant Mark
      Burke, KA1MIS.
  
      BRIEFS
  
      * Corrections: Gay Milius, W4UG, who died June 6, was not ARRL Hudson
      Division Vice Director in 1951 and 1952.
  
      The name of Allen Singer, N2KW, was misspelled in Volume 9, Number 12.
  
      * FCC recently adopted an order implementing the license fees for most
      radio services other than amateur which had been established by
      Congress in the Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989.  An unclearly
      drafted item in that order relating to duplicate licenses has been
      misinterpreted, leading many amateurs to believe that a 35-dollar fee
      is required for duplicate amateur licenses.  This is not true--FCC
      collects no fees for any amateur license transactions.
  
      * Congratulations to Leon A.  Faber, W7EH, of Phoenix, and A.G.
      Wentzel, W2HX, of Trenton, NJ, both of whom recently marked seventy
      years as League members.
  
      * The new target launch date for Shuttle STS-35 (and SAREX) is August
      12 at 0506 UTC.
  
      * Amateurs needing Kenwood parts now can phone toll free 800-637-0388
      to place orders at the Kenwood USA facility in Long Beach, CA.
  
      * On June 11 the Shelby (TN) County Commission unanimously approved an
      amendment allowing Amateur Radio towers up to a height of 65 ft.,
      according to Atty.  Albert C.  Burnham, W4RIM.  Previously, the
      Memphis City Council and the Land Use Control Board had approved the
      amendment.  Completion of the process now has raised the allowable
      height from 35 to 65 feet.
  
      * Nathan Gidron, general manager of Motorola Israel, has announced
      Motorola's "adoption" of the Israel Amateur Radio Club.  Operating for
      years without a home, the club began a fund drive a few years ago that
      fell short.  Thus, Motorola will be allocating a room of 40 square
      meters for use as the offices of IARC, which is Israel's national
      society.  (From *HaGal*, 4X1MK and 4X1AT, editors).
  
      * Satellite enthusiasts and AMSAT members are advised that the former
      *Amateur Satellite Report*, now called *Oscar Satellite Report*, no
      longer is included in AMSAT membership.  As of April 1, *OSR* is
      received by subscription from R.  Myers Communications, PO Box 175,
      Litchfield CT 06759 ($26 per year for 24 issues).  AMSAT has,
      according to Myers (who is W1XT), "provided encouragement and support"
      during the changeover.  Myers has been editor of the publication since
      its inception in 1981.
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      * Ham club officers will be interested in the latest (1990- 91)
      edition of the *ARRL Club President's Workbook*.  Complimentary copies
      already have been sent to ARRL officials and ARRL affiliated club
      presidents.  Additional copies are available from HQ for $7.50,
      including shipping and handling.
  
      * Is there anyone who doesn't love museums?  We can heartily recommend
      the Antique Wireless Association's museum, located in the Finger Lakes
      region of western New York, near Canandaigua.  The whole family can
      enjoy this trip back in time, as the AWA Museum features not only
      Amateur Radio but just about every kind of wireless, as well.  Next
      door is the East Bloomfield Historical Society with exhibits of
      interest to everyone.  AWA Museum hours are 2-5 pm Sunday, 2-4 pm
      Saturday, and 7-9 pm Wednesday, through Oct.  31.  Group tours are
      available by appointment.  Bruce Kelley, W2ICE, is curator.  AWA
      Museum, Main Street, Holcomb NY 14469.  Phone 716-657-6260.
  
      * First call for papers for the AMSAT-NA Space Symposium, to be held
      Oct.  10-12 in Houston.  The symposium will feature talks on the
      latest technology in both the manned and unmanned aspects of the
      Amateur Radio space program.  Talks on MICROSAT utilization are
      particularly wanted.  Send summaries of proposed papers to AMSAT-NA,
      850 Sligo Ave., Suite #600, Silver Spring MD 20910 by July 15.  Those
      selected for presentation will be notified by Aug.  1.
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      How to access the WB3FFV BBS - WB3FFV
  
      HOW TO ACCESS THE WB3FFV AMATEUR RADIO TELEPHONE BBS !!!
  
      I have placed a BBS system on-line that is mainly oriented towards the
      Amateur Community (but there is other stuff on-line).  As of now I
      have not attempted to promote this system any place except in the
      amateur channels (PACKET, USENET, & word of mouth), and will continue
      under this policy, as I hope to keep it oriented toward amateur radio.
      The various software for UP/DOWNload is available via telephone dialup
      and Packet TCP/IP, and through user support I hope to keep the latest
      and greatest ham software on-line.  Below is the information that is
      needed in order to access the BBS via Telephone -or- TCP/IP, please
      pass it around to as many ham's as possible.
  
      System Name: WB3FFV
  
      User Login: bbs
  
      Number: (301)-625-0817 -- 1200 & 2400 (Non-MNP)
      Number: (301)-625-9482 -- 1200 & 2400 (MNP5), 4800 & 9600 V.32
      (V.42/MNP5)
      Number: (301)-625-9663 -- 1200 & 2400 (MNP5), 9600 & 19200 (PEP)
  
      Data Settings: 8 Bits, NO Parity, 1 Stop Bit
      Times: 24hrs/365days (except for routine maintenance)
      Software: XBBS (UNIX/Xenix Multiuser BBS)
      IP Address: 44.60.0.1 wb3ffv.ampr.org [for FTP access on 145.550 mhz
      ONLY]
  
      Misc.  Info: Machine is an 80386 computer running UNIX V.3.2 and
      features 700 Meg of on-line storage.  Most transfer protocols are
      available!!
  
      I attempt to keep the latest and greatest HAM software on-line, and
      encourage all to upload anything new that they come up with, as it is
      of benefit to all.  Here is a sample of a couple pieces of software
      that is available for DOWNLOAD:
  
      KA9Q TCP/IP Software for the PC (Latest OFFICIAL release + TEST
      Versions)
      KA9Q TCP/IP for the Atari-ST, MAC, & Amiga
      KA9Q TCP/IP for UNIX based systems
      KA9Q TCP/IP (The NOS release)
      WA7MBL BBS for the PC (Versions 3.31, 4.31 & 5.12)
      W0RLI BBS for the PC (Versions 6.xx, 7.xx, 8.xx, 9.xx, 10.xx)
      MSYS BBS for the PC running KISS TNC's (Version 1.07 & 1.08)
      Various BBS utilities and enhancements
      Several MORSE CODE Tutors
      TheNet software by NORD><LINK (Version 1.01)
      Modifications for many HAM Rigs and Scanners
      Digital Signal Processing software (DSP)
      DX and contesting programs
      ARRL Newsletters & Gateway
      W5YI Electronic Edition
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      There is much more available on the BBS, and I don't want to waste a
      lot of PACKET BBS space trying to list it all, so if you are
      interested give it a call and see for yourself !!!
  
      If you are interested in using UUCP to connect to the BBS, this can
      also be done as I support Anon-uucp.  The login to the system is
      'uucpanon', and there is NO password.  The listing of avalible
      archives are stored in a file called 'FILES', and it is located in the
      /usr/spool/uucppublic.  To retrieve the files listing just use the
      following command:
  
      uucp wb3ffv!~/FILES /usr/spool/uucppublic
  
      This will move a copy of my files listing into your uucppublic
      directory.  If you have any questions or problems, feel free to
      contact me at one of the numbers/adresses below.  Good Luck...
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      HAM Fun and Mickey Mouse - N0LZR
  
      Is ham radio fun?  Yes, let me bore you with the details :-) On
      Saturday morning I went to the Denver Radio Club's annual hamfest.
      It's nice to be in a room full of people that share interests.
      Everyone I met was friendly and willing to help me (a newcomer)
      understand the various aspects of the hobby.  After I got my call and
      name engraved on a badge, people started talking to me by name.
      Friendly!  I bought a few goodies for my HT, and finding $40 left in
      my pocket (I'd been saving), I stumbled on an MIT ALTAIR 680 computer.
      Hey, how can you pass-up a computer that requires you to set
      address-switches.  None of that "keyboard" stuff for me :-) It even
      works.  Love those LEDs.
  
      Back at home in the afternoon, I'm programming my new hp48sx to talk
      to my Kenwood 440's serial interface, (yea, the VISA is near
      meltdown), when the Kenwwod scans past 28.450 and I hear this
      high-falsetto saying:
  
      CQ CQ CQ calling all ham-radio operators, this is N6MM Mickey Mouse.
  
      I've heard about mickey-mouse operators, but this was too much.  It
      WAS Mickey Mouse, and a DisneyLand Amateur Radio Club special event.
      Needless to say, there was a lot of people trying.  I tried twice but
      was drownd-out by some big-rigs.  I waited and waited, suddenly, as if
      the band closed, everyone was gone except Mickey.  (10-meter IS
      strange) I got a clean QSO with Mickey and Cristy (the operator) and
      have sent a QSL.  I look forward to seeing their card.
  
      Somehow, I wish I started doing this years ago.
  
      73's
  
      Richard Artz / N0LZR / 303-229-2036 / richard@hpfcww.fc.hp.com
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      The 20m insanity continues - WB8EOH
  
      I admit it, I like listening to the insanity that has permeated the
      ham 20 meter band lately.  I suppose it is the same fascination that
      makes some people gawk at a barroom brawl.
  
      Well the boys have picked a new hangout, and it is easy to see why.
      If you are an SWL, and NOT a ham, I suppose I should take a moment to
      say that this behaviour is terrible, and REAL hams do not act this
      way, and I am supposed to be disgusted with "Hams acting like CB'ers"
      (That always starts a fight, as I know some pretty good 11 meter
      operators).  OK.  That said we continue:
  
      For over a year now, there has been a "War" on the 20 meter band.  The
      players include members of the MARITIME MOBILE and INTERCONTINENTAL
      nets, famous meeting places for traffic handling, including many phone
      patches for boaters.  An opposing group, known as BARF (Better Amateur
      Radio Federation), claim that this phone patching is illegal, and they
      hold forth with LONG dissertations against patching.  These talks turn
      into heated arguments, where often the issue is lost, and the name
      calling and caterwalling turns into a full blown knock down drag out.
  
      Have your popcorn ready.
  
      The fights were confined to 14.313, the frequency used by the NETS,
      and 14.300, where the nets moved to get away from the noise and
      insanity.  All day and night, on one of these two frequencies (SWL's
      you will need to use UPPER SIDEBAND to listen, using a BFO or USB
      switch if your radio has one).  It is a good lesson in human behaviour
      studies, and may not be YOUR cup of tea.  Still EVERYONE should at
      least listen to get the picture at least once.
  
      Lately though, at least this past week, the war has moved to new
      ground.  14.275mhz.  The normal home of IARN, the International
      Amateur Radio Network, has been total chaos.  Glen Baxter, K1MAN, who
      operates the IARN, is a self appointed "bulletin station" He has
      regularly scheduled "Broadcasts" on the frequency all day long.  These
      45minute shows (Can you guess he uses C-90 tapes?) are supposed to be
      news and information for hams, and as such, are supposedly legal under
      FCC rules, Because the ARRL (Amateur Radio Relay League) operates its
      own bulletin station (W1AW) which also transmits bulletins of
      information about ham radio to the ham radio public at large.  FCC
      rules were clearly written to permit this operation (One way
      transmission for other hams, not for the general public)...  BUT it
      also opens the door for people like Glen Baxter, who is a frustrated
      radio broadcaster.  His bulletin transmissions are as slick as he can
      make them, with many different voices, and reports taped from other
      services.  Often, very often, these transmissions include "Editorial
      Comment".  One could argue that such comments are just the other side
      of the scope of "Information Bulletins".  Glen is such an egotist that
      I am constantly astounded at his audacity.
  
      This past week, Glen brought upon himself and his chosen "Official
      IARN Frequency", the wrath of the entire bunch of 20 meter rowdies.
      As I type this article, none other than WA4D (The Dog) is holding
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      forth doing his dog thing.  (Some think the dog is THE most obnoxious
      operator in ham radio, one thing for sure, he is NOT shy).
  
      How did the insanity move to 14.275?  Well this past weeks K1MAN "news
      bulletin program" Transmitted several times each day for the entire
      past 7 days, was a Tirade against two other operators, namely KV4FZ
      (Herb) and WB4GDP (Bob).  For over 30 minutes, Glen heaped charge upon
      charge against these operators, which to THIS reporter seem quite
      libelous.  Some of the things Baxter says defame the two operators
      (They are both KEY BARF members, and both highly controvercial to
      begin with) Of course, Herb and the boys were not going to let the
      challenge go untested, so they started holding forth on 14275, and
      when Glen's regularly scheduled "broadcast" came on the air, They
      cried that they were being QRMed, and then took the broadcast apart
      point by point.  Following the broadcast, they ripped Glen apart in a
      manner similar to how he tore into them.  Not only giving rebuttals,
      but pointing out character flaws, and presumed personality defects,
      with just a touch of verbal assassination.
  
      My personal opinion is that Glen's most recent "broadcasts" (the term
      he uses, though broadcasting is forbidden by hams) have no place as an
      information bulletin.  It is a way for Glen to express his personal
      vendetta against other operators in an automated tape playback several
      times a day.  This is not wise spectrum use in the opinion of THIS
      operator, and further, he complicates things by causing the insanity
      to crank up on his own 14.275.  All week, it has been total bedlam on
      this frequency from Early morning to Late night.  I KNOW these signals
      propogate to Europe.
  
      You listen and you are either amused or appaled.  Those who remember
      the "golden age" of ham radio, where nothing controvercial was ever
      discussed, where manners counted, and nobody said "darn"....  This
      type of Ham or SWL will find the current happenings on 14.275 (and
      14.313 and 14.000, and others) patently offensive.  Those "glory days"
      are gone.  You adapt, or you unplug the antennas.
  
      At times it is total Chaos, Seems as if 20 people are yelling at once.
      Like I said, it compares to a barroom brawl.
  
      It is real people, BEING real people.  It is worth a listen, so you
      can draw your own conclusions.  No one can listen constantly to this
      stuff, but it is a good study in human relationships.
  
      Disclaimer: If you are a shortwave listener considering ham radio as a
      hobby, you should listen to many other frequencies.  Like USENET, The
      ham bands contain a cross section of humanity, and you CAN make
      wonderful friendships, and have fascinating discussions in real time
      with people all over the world.  The 20 meter mess is not the way most
      of ham radio conducts itself, any more than the guys throwing punches
      in a bar typify all those who frequent said establishments.
  
      That out of the way, tune in and gawk a bit.  It's fun.  And if you
      are a ham and DARE to transmit, be sure and sign you call.  It will
      make you stand out in the crowd....
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      WB8EOH
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      WRTC, Radiosport, contest, rules - WN4BBJ
  
      There has been some confusion about the exact rules for the World
      Radiosport Team Championship, so I have decided to post the rules
      exactly as I received them (including punctuation and capitalization
      errors).  If this has been posted to the net it hasn't reached my site
      yet, so sorry if this is redundant.
  
      I will probably be using the call WB4WOR rather than my own.  Hope to
      hear some of you on the contest!
  
      Good luck!
  
      73 de John WN4BBJ
  
      ======================================================================
  
  
      RULES OF THE 1990 WORLD RADIOSPORT TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP
  
      DATE:    July 20-21, 1990
  
      TIME:    2100-0700 UTC
  
      OBJECT:  For amateurs throughout the world to work the World
               Radiosport Championship Teams and each other. The World
               Radiosport Team Championship is in cooperation with the
               Goodwill Exchange Programs of the 1990 Goodwill Games.
               Invited teams from around the world will compete in Seattle,
               Washington, USA, for the world championship. There will be
               up to 23 competing 2 operator stations signing with the
               special designator /WG (World Games). They will not be
               identifying in regards to their nationality and they will
               all be using the same power and similar antennas. All WRTC
               stations will be located in the Seattle area. The WRTC is
               sponsored by ICOM, Ham Radio Outlet, U.S. Tower and MFJ.
               Also supported by CQ Magazine and Joe Mullin, W3RLR.
  
      MODE:   SSB and CW on 80-40-20-15-10 meters. The following windows
              are recommended and will be used by the WRTC stations:
              CW: 3525-3550, 7025-7050, 14025-14050, 21025-21050, 28025-
              28050 kHz
              SSB: 3775-3925, 7150-7250 (and split), 14200-14300, 21300-
              21400, 28400-28500 kHz
  
      CATEGORY: All band only. Single operator. Multi-operator, single
                transmitter. Multi-operator, multi-transmitter. All per CQWW
                Rules. Work any station once per band/mode.
  
      EXCHANGE: RST and serial number starting with 001.
  
      POINTS:  50 points for working WRTC station (/WG)(each band/mode)
                3 points for different continent
                2 points for same continent, different country
                1 point same country
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               2X point value for each CW QSO
  
      MULTIPLIERS: US, VE and JA call areas; DXCC Countries; WRTC stations
                  (/WG). All per band/mode.
  
      SCORING: QSO points x multipliers is final score
  
      AWARDS:  1. The winning world Radio Sport Championship Teams will
               receive gold, silver and bronze medals.
               2. Work 5 WRTC (/WG) QSO's, win a certificate or work 30
               WRTC (/WG) QSO's, win a WRTC Commemorative Pin or be in the
               top 500 scores and receive a FREE WRTC T-shirt (include
               size, S-M-L-XL, on summary sheet). For awards, all band and
               modes count.
  
      LOG DUE DATE: Must be postmarked by August 20, 1990
  
      MAIL TO: World Radiosport Team Championship, 4821-51st SW, Seattle,
               WA, U.S.A 98116
  
               Decisions of the committee are final.
  

































  Fidonet HAM/PACKET Digest                                         Page 19
  Volume  2, Number  6                                        July 23, 1990



  =========================================================================
                               R E S P O N S E
  =========================================================================

  
  
                      FidoNet Ham/Packet Digest Questionare
                      =====================================
  
      Name: ____________________________________
      Address: _________________________________
      City: ____________________________________
      State/Province/Other: ____________________
      Country: _________________________________
  
      Are you an Amateur Radio Operator? __________________________
      If so, what is your call sign?     __________________________
      How long have you been licensed?   __________________________
  
      In a few brief comments, could you tell me what you like, or
      dislike about the Fidonet Ham/Packet Digest?  Your feedback is
      appreciated!
  
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
  
      Please mail this back to : Brian J. Murrey - KB9BVN
                                 PO Box 47453
                                 Indpls., IN 46247-0453
                                 United States of America
  
      Thank You !
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